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ABSTRACT: 
 

The College of Liberal Arts is committed to enhancing the technology in auditorium HLG 147 to 

create a complete multimedia space through three separate phases. This grant application focuses 

on the first phase of development which includes two side-screens and their matching projectors, 

one webcam, and three wireless microphones. This will provide the functional capabilities 

necessary for multimedia presentations, remote guest lectures (e.g. via Skype), panels, 

conferences, and lecture series, all in a TED Talks format. The second phase would focus on 

improving audio technology to enhance screening capabilities: surround sound system and 

acoustic panels for better audience experience. The third phase would upgrade the projector from 

HD to a future-proof 8K along with its matching retractable screen. These modifications will 

convert Griffin Hall Auditorium 147 into an up-to-date front room for the College of Liberal 

Arts, readily available to the entire student body. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



Purpose of Grant: 
 

This grant addresses the installation of equipment needed for multimedia presentations,     

based on the TED Talk standard.  

The improvements to HLG 147 center around two side screens and projectors, three 

wireless microphones, and a white board panel. The room’s multimedia versatility is designed to 

enable every department from the College of Liberal Arts to create themed lecture series by 

students and faculty. Located within the students’ primary building, the 147 auditorium could be 

a modern, central and vibrant learning hub. 

 

A key mission of the University faculty is to provide wider exposure to the students by 

curating guest lectures and bringing in outside professionals, scholars and experts. A well-

designed multimedia room would allow the guest speakers to present their craft and research in a 

format of their choosing, including mixed-media as support material. Video can be combined 

with PowerPoint and separate contents – all accessible simultaneously on three separate screens.  

Through the webcam system and the two extra side screens, guests could be phoned in 

and remote lectures could be easily setup: video would run on the center screen and the 

PowerPoint presentation on the side screens. Subsequently, the 200+ audience of HLG 147 

would be offered a high impact interaction and quality Q&A session. Such remote lectures 

would be easily manageable on a regular basis and remain cost-effective: less money needed to 

invite a guest on a remote chat session compared to bringing them to campus. This would 

support ULL’s ever-growing Distance Learning educational tenet. 

 

Furthermore, every department regularly features its own faculty members to present 

current and recently published research to their peers and students through colloquia and 

departmental lecture series. 

A thorough technological upgrade would incentivize students across the entire College – 

especially from departments housed in Griffin Hall such as History, Modern Languages and 

English – to use this facility as an integrative part of their curriculum consistently. High-

enrollment classes such as HIST 100, CMCN 100, all using mixed media content would continue 

to benefit from up-to-date equipment. Students would also be able to produce and deliver a 

polished expose on a specific course and/or research topic in front of the 200+ audience. Such 

presentations could extend to PhD dissertations, MA thesis, Undergraduate Research, Senior 

Capstone Projects, etc. This represents excellent practice before showcasing their material in 

similarly-equipped environments outside of campus.  

 

To quote a more curriculum-specific example, the interdisciplinary Moving Image Arts 

Program could host its Senior Capstone Showcase in 147 instead of renting outside venues. This 

event features the senior film projects of Moving Image Arts students and includes Q&A 

sessions with the filmmakers. It usually welcomes 200+ people, including family and cast.   

 

Last but not least, staff and faculty could use HLG 147 as a front room for outreach and 

recruiting events and include various multimedia content to support their engaging activities.  

 

 

  



Benefits to the Community: 
 

HLG 147 can become a central venue in support of the College of Liberal Arts’ vision 

towards its continued efforts for community outreach and student engagement.  

 

For instance, the university could reach out to the broader Lafayette film community by 

hosting known – and revenue generating – film events through the Cane Fire Film Series and 

Southern Screen Film Festival. With screenings, Q&A, conferences and panels, ULL could 

cultivate and expand its great relationship between its student body and these strong local 

entities. 

In addition, the English department organizes a number of yearly events which are 

currently lost to outside venues. However, webinars of the Conference on College Composition 

and Communication, or the major interdisciplinary Global Souths Conference could host keynote 

speakers in HGL 147, providing them with an interactive toolset. This would drive a high and 

diverse attendance back to Griffin Hall – hence continuing to bring awareness to the ULL 

campus.  

Moreover, the History Department could schedule many of the public events associated 

with the newly opened Guilbeau Center for Public History in HLG 147. Its affiliated 

organizations with high student memberships such as Phi Alpha Theta – which also includes 

faculty – or the History Club, could meet in the heart of Griffin Hall for their special occasions. 

 

In general, an upgraded auditorium would provide a strong incentive to bring the ever-

growing Lafayette and wider Louisiana community to the very building where ULL students 

learn their craft. It would in turn allow students to network and entice them to be more active 

within Acadiana.  

 

  

  

 

  



Budget Proposal: 

 
 

 

 

 

 



Timeline: 

Pending approval and fund distributions, these enhancements will be implemented in the 

Summer and Fall of 2020. 

 

Projected Lifetime of Enhancements:  

Technology should function appropriately for 8+ years. 

 

Persons Responsible for Implementation, Installation, Operation:  

The College of Liberal Arts, Department of English in collaboration with Prof. Virgile Beddok 

will be responsible for Implementation and Operation. Whereas, GoMedia will be responsible for 

installation. 

 

Qualifications:  
Prof. Virgile Beddok serves as the co-Director of the Moving Image Arts Program at the 

University of Louisiana at Lafayette, and as an Assistant Professor in Film Production he teaches 

a number of film courses. He serves on a variety of local media councils and invites film industry 

professionals for lectures and film festival-related events.  

 

Dr. James McDonald serves as the Head of the English Department where many of the graduate 

and undergraduate courses rely on multimedia presentations and film screenings as a core 

element of the curriculum.  

 

Dr. Chad Parker serves as the Head of the History-Geography-Philosophy Department, 

supervises lecture series, and teaches a variety of courses where film is a central tenet. 

 

Dr. Monica Wright serves as the Head of the Modern Languages Department where a number of 

courses have film theory and criticism as a main element. Dr. Wright also curates lecture series 

and cultivates strong interaction between her students and the local francophone community.  

 

Ms. Lindsay Hobbs is a Senior Instructor in Communications, teaching public speaking and 

CMCN courses to 240+ students every semester in HLG 147. 

 

The interdisciplinary Moving Image Arts Program has not been awarded STEP Grant funds yet.  

 

Similar Previously Funded STEP Grants:  

Fall 2015 – Geoscience Student Computer Lab Upgrade and Expansion 

Fall 2015 – Expansion of Digital Signage 

Spring 2016 – Cajun Village Wifi Installation 

Spring 2016 – Wetland Ecology Center Equipment Upgrades 

 


