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ABSTRACT (250 words or less): 

 

H.L. Griffin Hall (HLG) is home to the College of Liberal Arts, which houses several required General 

Education courses required for all UL students and majors. HLG 106 and 307 are currently computer 

classrooms for the English department, but used in many more capacities. Presently, HLG 106 and 307 

are used for student organizations meetings, department, college, & university trainings, as well as 

distance learning trainings and hybrid courses face-to-face meetings, and faculty and graduate seminars 

and meetings. Providing the computer classroom with all the features and sustainability of a STEP 

SMART classroom will further enhancements and possibilities for academic instructional purposes.    

 



Proposal:  

 

The purpose of this proposal is to provide the best possible learning environment to accommodate the 

substantial use of multimedia desired by students and faculty to enrich course content. HLG 106 and 307 

are computerized classrooms, with 24 student computers and 1 teacher’s computer in each (48 student, 2 

instructor). The rooms have adapted to become computer classes. Having never formerly been planned 

for instruction, the room is oddly configured, creating extreme audio/video difficulties.  The rooms 

currently do not contain screens; an old whiteboard is used as the screen. This creates many visual 

distortions when using the projector. Additionally, not ever properly being set up as a computer 

classroom or STEP room, there isn’t any speaker system. Currently, old PC speakers are hooked up to 

use, but often cannot provide the range needed to be heard by students in the classroom.  

 

We seek the assistance from STEP to provide for reconfiguring the rooms to sustainable STEP SMART 

Classrooms with screens, speakers, and teachers’ station in each room, 106 and 307.  Teaching 

effectiveness and student learning will greatly benefit from these additions.  

 

The two classrooms targeted for technology improvements (106 & 307) are two heavily used venues in 

HLG. A STEP grant would enable more students to have a technology-rich environment throughout their 

college experience at the University of Louisiana.  

 

Impact to student body: 
HLG 106 & 307 are used to teach ENGL 365 Technical Writing, a course required by 42 majors 

(majority STEM, see list below) for graduation with an average of 2,632 students enrolled, as well as 

used to administer as many as 40 English PhD exams each year. Many online teachers use the rooms on 

the weekend for workshops, and administrating class exams for students who cannot afford the online 

exam proctor costs. Finally, the rooms are currently used to facilitate English department, College of 

Liberal Arts, and university-based trainings benefiting roughly 200 a semester, and 400 a year.      

 

Projected lifetime of enhancement: 

The equipment would have a life cycle of 5 years, and would fall under STEP Sustainability, which will 

provide for future maintenance and upgrades to the equipment.  

 

Person(s) responsible for: 

   Implementation: STEP, Information Media Networks (IMN), Outside Vendor, & Allen Latour,  

      Laboratory Technician for College of Liberal Arts 

   Installation: STEP, IMN, & Allen Latour, Laboratory Technician for College of Liberal Arts  

   Maintenance: STEP, Allen Latour, Laboratory Technician for College of Liberal Arts, & English 

       Department 

   Operation: Administration, College of Liberal Arts staff, faculty, and students  

   Training (with qualifications): Allen Latour, Laboratory Technician for College of Liberal Arts & 

       Microsoft Technology Associate, & Sheri Lazare, Certified Online Instructor  

 

Previous funded STEP projects: Allen Latour has previously written many STEP grants in 

coordination with English Department faculty and the College of Liberal Arts. STEP funded all of the 

computers, software and networking equipment for the English department’s SMART classrooms in 

HLG 129, 201, 202, 204, 301, 303, and 321, as well as the Writing Center located in HLG 108.  



This is the first STEP proposal submission for Sheri Lazare.  

 

Degrees required to take ENGL 365: 

Bachelor of Science: 

Accounting  

Biology  

Biology, Microbiology Concentration  

Biology, Resource Biology and Biodiversity Concentration 

Business Administration 

Computer Science 

Economics  

Finance  

Engineering 

Civil Engineering 

Mechanical Engineering 

Petroleum Engineering 

General Studies  

Geology  

Informatics 

Industrial Design  

Kinesiology  

Kinesiology, Athletic Training  

Kinesiology, Concentration in Exercise Science  

Kinesiology, Health & Physical Education, Grades K-12  

Kinesiology, Health Promotion and Wellness  

Kinesiology, Concentration in Sports Management  

 

Bachelor of Arts: 

Hospitality Management 

Marketing  

Mass Communications  

Music 

Organizational Communication  

Political Science 

Public Relations 

Speech Pathology 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 



Budget Proposal 
 

 

1. Equipment  $ 44,000 TEC SMART Classroom Setup and equipment for two  

        classrooms. 

 

 

 
 

2. Software  $ 

 

 

 
 

3. Supplies  $ 

 

 

 
 

4. Maintenance  $ 

 

 

 
 

5. Personnel  $ 

 

 

 
 

6. Other   $ 

 

 
 

 

TOTAL:   $44,000 


