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ABSTRACT (250 words or less): 
 

The University has made great strides over the past five years in the 
deployment of the UL-WiFi wireless.  We have deployed wireless to 
academic buildings, the dorms, the Quad, sporting venues, and multiple 
outdoor areas.  However, the work is not complete.  Oliver Hall, which 
houses the School of Computing & Informatics is migrating to the 
University network which will give them access to all the benefits of 
having an entire networking team for support.  Additionally, traditional 
wireless needs exist in the buildings.  This STEP grant would allow the 
deployment of wireless access points to support both complete building 
coverage and the coverage for auditorium-style classrooms which hold 
large numbers of students in Oliver Hall.
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Proposal 
a. Purpose of grant and impact  
Need:   
Students are technologically savvy.  Additionally, we are seeing an increasing 
need for technology in the classroom, especially large lecture type settings.  
Equipping the classrooms and buildings with wireless capability will allow faculty, 
staff, and students to be productive regardless of their physical location within a 
building.  The School of Computing & Informatics offers six degree programs, 
graduate and undergraduate programs.  Wireless connectivity and increased 
mobility will assist with developing skills in programming, communications, 
mathematics, algorithmic reasoning in students to meet the demands of fast-
paced and rapidly changing fields. 
 
Impact: 
Oliver Hall services a great number of students across multiple degree programs.  
This building also houses many faculty and staff personnel with increasing job 
and research requirements.  By providing wireless connectivity throughout the 
building, there is no need to be physically connected to a wire to be productive.  
Additionally, this building has multiple classrooms which can seat approximately 
75 students each.  Wireless connectivity provides faculty and students the ability 
to perform research wirelessly which saves by not having to run multiple data 
connections to each room.  The wireless connectivity also supports the “BYOD” 
or bring your own device trend allowing the use of personal devices 
supplementing university purchased equipment. 

 
b. Projected lifetime of enhancement 

There is no lifetime to this enhancement; however, the hardware will have a 
lifespan associated with it.  The hardware will serve the University community 
for an estimated three to five year useful life. 

c. Person(s) responsible for 
i. Implementation 

Existing IMN personnel will be responsible for implementation of Aruba 
wireless access points into existing wireless controllers. 

ii. Installation 
Existing IMN personnel will partner with Detel to install all equipment, 
supplies, and data cable runs. 

iii. Maintenance 
Existing IMN personnel will ensure updates to the hardware’s firmware 
are installed in a timely fashion. 

iv. Operation 
IMN will train department staff to ensure they are capable of monitoring 
the wireless controllers and perform troubleshooting and administrative 
operations. 

v. Training (with qualifications) 
Existing IMN personnel will be responsible for any training of department 
personnel.  No technical qualifications are necessary. 
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Budget Proposal 
 

 1.  Equipment   $66,752.25 
(Wireless access points, network PoE switches) 

 2.  Software  $0.00 

 3.  Supplies  $ 15,560.25 
(Fiber and Ethernet connectors, fiber and Ethernet cables, back-up 
power supply, network racks, patch panels, rack organizers) 

 4.  Maintenance  $0.00 

 5.  Personnel  $0.00 

 6.  Other $ 15,000.00 
(Data cable runs) 

 

 TOTAL:  $97,312.50 


