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ABSTRACT (250 words or less): 

 

 

This grants seeks replace the batteries and hard drives on 25 Macbook Pro laptop computers that were 

purchased via a STEP grant in 2013.  The batteries on these computers are coming to the end of their 

useful life and are starting to fail when students take them out to use.  While we have the laptops opened 

up to replace the batteries, a quick and cost effective upgrade would be to install Solid State Hard Drives 

(SSD’s).  Swapping out the current hard drives with Solid State Drives will make the computers quicker 

and prolong their lives.  Below is an excerpt from MacWorld Magazine April, 13 2017 explaining the 

benefits of an SSD. 
 

“Data can simply be read and written hundreds of times faster from electronic non-volatile memory. 

 

And this speed factor is about far more than go-faster bragging rights. It’s all about the user experience – applications launch 

in almost no time, web pages spawn faster, files copy in a fraction of the time. 

 

Put simply, regardless of the processor numbers, the whole computer just responds incredibly quickly to your touch.” 

 

 

The STEP committee funded the purchase of these computers for the Education Curriculum and 

Instruction Department in 2012 and purchased in January of 2013.  These laptops are used to teach our 

EDCI 100 class which all Freshman Education majors take.  They are utilized in the classroom to learn 

the proprietary web platform Pass-Port and to learn application programs such as Microsoft Office.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



1. Purpose of the Grant: 

a. The purpose of this grant is to extend the life of the current crop of MacBook Pro 

computers.  Users will also benefit from a quicker user interface with the computer.  The 

faster the students can get things done, the happier they are.   

2. Projected Lifetime of the Grant 

a. The current computers were purchased in January 2013.  The standard 5-year life cycle 

will expire in January 2018.  These enhancements will add approximately three years to 

their life.  

3. Implementation 

a. Mr. David Lynch will install and maintain the hardware for this grant. 

4. Budget Narrative   

a. Twenty-Five Apple MacBook Pro batteries will be purchased for $99.95 each. These will 

be installed into the MacBook Pro computers.  Twenty-Five -256GB SSD Hard Drives 

and will be purchased for $105 each.  These will be installed in the computers at the same 

time as the new batteries.  One Transcend 512GB external Thunderbolt hard drive will be 

purchased for $370.  This will be used to restore the standard image on the MacBook’s 

new SSD.  This will cut the time to restore a MacBook image from 30-45 minutes to 

about 3 minutes for each computer. 

5. Previous STEP Grants 

a. Mr. Lynch has received a number of STEP grants over the last 15 years.  The most recent 

of the awarded grants are:  EDCI Mobile Computer Carts (2014), Macintosh Campus Lab 

Integration (2014), Materials Center Computer Update (2014), UAV’s for Student Use 

(2014), Reading Lab Podium Computer Replacement (2015).  

 

 

 

 

 

Budget Proposal 
 

 

1. Equipment  $ 5493.75 

 

 

 

 

TOTAL:   $ 5493.75 


